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Algebra 2 CC: Rationalizing a Denominator

To rationalize the denominator of a fraction means to write the fraction as an
equivalent fraction with a denominator that is a rational number.
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How do we write the fraction 5T vEin simplest form. that is. with a ratio-
nal denominator? To do so. we must multiplv numerator and denominator of
the fraction by some numerical expression that will make the denominator a

rational number.

Developing Skills
In 3-38. rationalize the denominator and write cach fraction in simplest form. All variables repre-
sent positive numbers.
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